CHAPTER L
"A YEARNING LIKE THE YEARNING OF A WAVE/'

11 When I was a boy," said a friend's cook to his young
tnaster, " a Mandarin came to our village and asked the
parents whether they would allow their boys to proceed
to the great 4 Mei Kuo * (United States) as students to
be educated at the expense of the Government* Our
parents knew nothing about ' Mei Kuo *; nay, it was
rumoured that, if we went, the wild men over there would
skin us alive, graft the skin of dogs into our bodies and
exhibit us as they would some uncommon animals* We
were not allowed to go, and thus missed the opportunity
of our lives! "

During recent years, when the provincial authorities
decided to send students to Japan, Europe, and America
to study, the number of candidates who took the examina-
tions and competed for the distinction numbered by the
hundreds and thousands, although only a few scores were
to be selected* And on one occasion, the students of
the Government schools in Wuchang (provincial capital
of Hupeh) held an indignant meeting because the viceroy
of their province had selected, among those to be educated
in" Japan, one who was not a native of their province!

These two pictures illustrate the enormous change that
has come over the minds of the Chinese people as regards
the question of sending their children abroad* Whereas
formerly there were serious misgivings, and even grave
apprehensions, as to the expediency of the adventure,
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